22                      A STUDY OF MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS

The classification1 of the 601 inscriptions included in my
Chronological Table presents interesting data for tracing some
facts about the characteristics and tendencies of inscriptional
records.    These inscriptions are not, however, representative
of all the provinces in India.   The Bombay Province and the
Nizam's State claim the largest share of them, while other
provinces  are  meagrely  represented,   though   a   fairly  large
number of inscriptions is still available for study in these
provinces.   It is true that a large number of inscriptions from
Northern India has already been published by other agencies,
but still it is reasonable to expect more from that quarter in
the series.   The maintenance of a  regional  outlook  in the
publication and study of historical records has not always
been helpful either to scientific research or national progress.
The characteristics and tendencies of the inscriptional records
are, indeed, instructive both socially and politically, but it is
unnecessary to recapitulate or explain here all their minute
details already supplied by me in my classification, which is
self-explanatory.     However,   we   may   review   these,  details
broadly.

{Persian and Arabic inscriptions are available in India
from the eleventh century. The numbers 1 and 6 for the
eleventh and twelfth centuries are, however, negligible. The
progressive number of the inscriptions in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries corresponds fittingly to the rise of tye
Muslim power in India, while its sudden decrease in the next
two centuries can be suitably accounted for in the decline and
fall of that power. Of the total number of 60i, 344 or 57%
are religious, 112 or 18% military, 47 or 8% administrative,
88 or 15% cultural and DO or 2% miscellaneous. In the two
centuries, which saw the rise and growth of the Muslim power
to its zenith, the change in the tendency is more remarkable
and particularly instructive. It can very well be seen from
my analysis how the original religious tendency underlying
the construction of buildings and allied works gradually de-

L   Vide Appendix B.